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political scandal the French defeat would have gone
down to history as an honourable and glorious venture.
The Americans afterwards admitted that what the
French engineers had done they had done well, and it
was possible even to use part of the derelict machinery.
For years after the failure of the Canal Company,
and while its successor the New Panama Canal Com-
pany, brought into existence through the instrumen-
tality of the liquidator, was keeping alive the Colum-
bian Concession and even excavating a further
12,000,000 cubic yards of material, the whole region
presented the appearance of a battlefield. " From one
side of the Isthmus to the other," writes F. J. Haskin,
" stretched an almost unbroken train of gloomy spectres
of the disappointed hopes of the French people. Here
a half-mile string of engines and cars; there a long
row of steam cranes; at this place a mass of non-
descript machinery; and at that place a big dredge
left high and dry on the banks of the mighty Chagres
at its flood stage, all spoke to the visitor of the French
defeat. Exposed to the ravages of 20 tropical summers,
decay ran riot, and but for the scenes of life and
industry being enacted by the Americans, one might
have felt himself stalking amid the tombs of thousands
of dead hopes.'*
Let it be remembered, however, that if Ferdinand
de Lesseps, backed by France, had not sown in tears
the United States would not have reaped in joy.
The Americans had always preferred the Nicaragua
route to that through the Isthmus of Panama, and it
was only after a prolonged political struggle that it
was eventually determined to follow the line advocated